AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 21, 2003

SENATE BILL No. 256

Introduced by Senator Escutia

February 18, 2003

An act to amend-Seetions#031+1+-and#032Saiftion/6100 of, and
to add Section 70404 tdhe Government Code, relating to court
facilities.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 256, as amended, Escutia. Court facilities: construction and
ownership.

Existing Iam#mqa#es—a—eew%y—befe%e—eens#ueﬁﬂg—%reimdehng

fromacounty-to-the-stateto-beevideneed-by-one-of several-specified
changesintileto-the building-containing-thesefacHiveshorizes

each county to establish a courthouse construction fund to assisting the
acquisition, rehabilitation, construction, and financing of courtrooms
and facilities necessary or incidental to the operation of the justice
system, as specified. Existing law also provides for a transition from
county funding, to state funding, for superior court facilities, as
specified

This bill would-make—technical—nensubstantive—changes—te- those
proevisiensprovide that no county may make any expenditure from the
courthouse construction fund without the approval of the
Administrative Office of the Courts. The bill would also specify that
expenditures from a county courthouse construction fund are subject to
other provisions governing the transition to state funding for superior
court facilities
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee— nyes
State-mandated local program: no.

OCO~NOUITRA,WNE

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1—Section+70311ef the GevernmentCode is

SECTION 1. Section 70404 is added to the Government Code,
to read:

70404. Notwithstandingny other provision of law, no county
may make any expenditure from the local courthouse construction
fund established pursuant to Section 76100 without the approval
of the Administrative Office of the Courts.

SEC. 2. Section 76100 of the Government Code is amended to
read:

76100. (a) Except gwovided in Article 3 (commencing with
Section 76200), for the purpose of assisting any county in the
acquisition, rehabilitation, construction, and financing of
courtrooms or of a courtroom building or buildings containing
facilities necessary or incidental to the operation of the justice
system, the board of supervisors may establish in the county
treasury a Courthouse Construction Fund into which shall be
deposited the amounts specified in the resolutions adopted by the
board of supervisors in accordance with this chapter. The moneys
of the Courthouse Construction Fund shall be payable only for the
purposes set forth in subdivision (b) and at the time necessary
therefor, subject to the requirements set forth in Chapter 5.7
(commencing with Section 70301)

(b) In conjunction with the acquisition, rehabilitation,
construction, or financing of court buildings referred to in
subdivision (a), the county may use the moneyh@fourthouse
Construction Fund for either of the following:

(1) To rehabilitate existing courtrooms or an existing
courtroom building or buildings for other uses if a new courtroom
or a courtroom building or buildings are acquired, constructed, or
financed.

(2) To acquire, rehabilitate, construct, or finance excess
courtrooms or an excess courtroom building or buildings, if that
excess is anticipated to be needed at a later time.

(c) Any excess courtroom or excess courtroom building or
buildings that are acquired, rehabilitated, constructed, or financed
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—3— SB 256

pursuant to subdivision (b) may be leased or rented for uses other
thanthe operation of the justice system until the excess courtrooms
or excess courtroom building or buildings are needed for the
operation of the justice system. Any amount received as lease or
rental payments pursuant to this subdivision shall be deposited in
the Courthouse Construction Fund.

(d) The fund moneys shall be held by the county treasurer
separate from any funds subject to transfer or division pursuant to
Section 1463 of the Penal Code.
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